LORD RIDDELL'S INTIMATE DIARY OF          [April im

H, W, : Of course the French are very strong on the
Rhine for a boundary. They always have been, and from a
military point of view I am bound to say there is a good deal
to be said for it, although " the Frocks " don't think so. But
in my opinion it would be insufficient to hold the bridge-
heads. You would have to occupy the whole of the bank.
R. : How many men would that take ?
H. W.: It all depends on what sort of occupation you mean.
L, G. : Foch is asking us to leave a division (I think it was
a division) of soldiers.

H. W. : What a funny request 1 A division 1
L. G. : I remember that when Cambon1 (cunning old
thing!) came to the Cabinet in 1914, he said, " If you will
send a division only it will put courage into us 1" He knew
quite well that a division meant complete British intervention.
No doubt that is what Foch wants to ensure now.
H. W. : Well, we can let him have a division !
L, G. : What is the truth about the Battle of the Marne ?
Who really conceived it ?

H. W. : I think Grandpere Joffre.

L. G. : Briand told me that " the Frocks," as you call
them, insisted upon a stand being made.
H. W. : Well, that may be. I don't know.
L. G. : I daresay it was a joint affair. Most of these things
are.

H.W. : Like a salad.
L. G. : Did you have any hard righting ?
H. W. : Well, not at first. We went so slowly. Do you
remember the remarkable Army Order I had to sign owing to
another officer's absence ? I am always afraid it will come to
light. It read something like this : " The Army will inflict ruth-
less punishment on the enemy, but at 10 to-morrow morning it
will suspend operations." Did you ever see such a thing ? But
poor me 1 I had to sign it !

L. G. : Did you have heavy fighting afterwards ?
RW. : Yes, terrific!

L. G. : Do you think our Expeditionary Force saved the
dav. as some people say ?

1 French Ambassador in London, 1898-1920; d. 1924.
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